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French ambassador honours 600,000 Canadians who went ‘to save Europe’

Top guns in the military, politics and business came together under one magnificent roof for the 2015 Vimy
Reception held Tuesday at the coolest Art Deco joint in town: the Embassy of France on Sussex Drive. Jason
Kenney, Minister of National Defence and of multiculturalism, Veteran Affairs Minister Erin O’Toole and the
Canadian Forces’ vicechief of defence staff, Lt. Gen. Guy Thibault, were among the 260 attendees of the fifth-
annual reception for the Vimy Foundation, a national non-profit organization dedicated to promoting Canada’s
First World War legacy through education and awareness. It sends deserving students from across the country
to visit key battlegrounds and memorials.

From left, French Ambassador Nicolas Chapuis with Jason Kenney, Minister of National Defence and
of Multiculturalism, at the 2015 Vimy Reception held at the Embassy of France last Tuesday in
support of the Vimy Foundation’s education and awareness programs.

“Six hundred thousand Canadians crossed the Atlantic to save Europe,” French Ambassador Nicolas Chapuis
said in his welcome remarks. “We will always remember.” Guests heard how the Vimy Foundation is gearing up
for the centenary of the 1917 Battle of Vimy Ridge, considered by many to be a defining moment for Canada.
The troops, commanded in part by Canadian officers, took one of the most heavily-defended German positions
of the entire western front.

“The DNA of our iconic Canadian character traits can be traced right back to April 1917,” said Bruce
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Burrows, chair of the Vimy Reception committee.
SOUTHAM CLUB MEETS IN THE KITCHEN
The social scene was sizzling at the National Arts Centre this week as members of the Southam Club

teamed up in the kitchen Thursday to prepare and plate a gourmet dinner, then sit down to finish off the
four-course feast with wine. Hosted by NAC executive chef John Morris, the mood was upbeat and relaxed.
That’s not surprising: Cooking is one of those activities that breaks down barriers, Morris told Around Town.

“It evokes good memories. For most people, they start learning to cook with their mom or their dad, so it
really has this family feeling to it.” The Southam Club — named after NAC founder Hamilton Southam — was
created four years ago to bring together the NAC’s next generation of fans and supporters. Its members take in
music, dance and theatre shows at the NAC. They attend backstage receptions. They get to mingle with
performing artists. The group has also added a charitable element with its support of the NAC’s Summer Music
Institute. “I just love the fact that we get to come down to a space that hardly anyone who attends the NAC
ever gets to see,” Southam Club member Kathleen Monk, an Ottawa strategic communications and public
affairs consultant, said while cooking in the NAC kitchen. To learn more about the Southam Club, go to
southamclub.ca

IT’S A GIRL, ROYAL WATCHER SAYS

It’s going to be a girl. That’s what royal watchers were predicting at a baby shower, hosted Thursday by the
Ottawa branch of the Monarchist League, to celebrate the newest addition to the Royal Family, due to arrive
this month. Why a girl? “Because I want it to be a girl,” branch chair Mary de Toro explained. Some 50 people
gathered in the Naval Officer Mess on Lisgar Street for the party. Activities included a contest to select a name
for the future fourth-in-line to the throne. Top pics were: Arthur, Edward or James and Elizabeth, Victoria or
Margaret. Either gender, the precious babe will be getting the gift of a tiny pair of Canadianmade sealskin
mukluks from the Ottawa branch.
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