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The time has come for us to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Treaty 
of Elysée. On January 22nd, 1963, General Charles de Gaulle and German 
Chancellor Konrad Adenauer committed to embarking on the road to 
reconciliation between France and Germany. The horrors of war were to be put 
in the past, and the pursuit of mutual understanding and closer cooperation 
would be the goal. This was an emotionally charged moment in history for both 
countries. De Gaulle and Adenauer knew that they would be shaping the future 
course of Franco-German relations and of European integration. In 1963, 
Adenauer said in French: “Without this treaty, there would be no union in 
Europe. The methods may change, but the most important thing has been laid 
down, and that’s why we may never lose the trust of friends”. 
 

Since then, friendship between our two nations has grown to include such 
fields as politics, security, economics, youth exchanges, and cultural and 
intellectual exchanges. The 50th anniversary of the Treaty of Elysée provides a 
good opportunity to look back at the success of this Franco-German cooperation 
that has paved the way to European integration as a whole.  
 

On this special occasion, we would like to highlight the strength and depth 
of the relations between France and Germany. A historic picture often comes to 
mind in this regard: French President François Mitterrand and German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl standing hand in hand in Douaumont, on the WWI 
battlefield near Verdun, on September 22nd, 1984. Beyond this symbolic image, 
it is important that Europeans have clearer insight into this reconciliation 
between two countries that had been archenemies for two centuries and into the 
resulting cooperation between France and Germany. 

 
It may come as a surprise to learn that within this Franco-German 

relationship, it is an everyday affair for national ministries in one country to host 
public servants from the other. These representatives often work at the highest 
levels within the host country’s ministry, such as the Minister’s cabinet in the 
German Federal Foreign Office and the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Such a close bond between two countries is unprecedented elsewhere in the 
world. 
 
 It is a little-known fact that German companies employ 320,000 
employees in France and French companies employ 285,000 people in 
Germany. More than 8 million students have participated in programs created by 
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the Franco-German Youth Office, and more than 61,000 students took part in 
exchange programs between France and Germany in 2012 alone. De Gaulle and 
Adenauer proved themselves to be forward thinkers with regard to the emphasis 
they placed on building trust between the young generations of their two 
countries. A further fact of interest: more than 80,000 students in both countries 
pursue bilingual studies, which add further value to their skill sets. 
 

France and Germany maintain close and dynamic bilateral defence 
cooperation that is an essential component of the strategic objectives of the two 
countries. The primary activities of this cooperation were developed by the 
Franco-German Brigade, which was created in 1989 and comprises 2,800 
German soldiers and 2,300 French soldiers. This organization sets an 
international example for close cooperation in the security and defence of two 
countries. 
 

France and Germany are key founding members of the European Union. 
Over the past few months, we have been working together, with other European 
countries, to push forward decisive actions to overcome the Eurozone crisis so 
that European countries in difficulty can reduce their economic imbalances 
through ambitious structural reform programs. New solidarity mechanisms have 
been implemented, such as the European Financial Stability Facility (EFSF) and 
the European Stability Mechanism (ESM), created last September, which has a 
€500 billion lending capacity to provide financial assistance to Eurozone states 
in economic difficulty.  
 

Jean Monnet, one of the founding fathers of the European integration, 
famously said that “only union between men can ensure peace and prosperity”. 

 
We still believe in this vision and in the European ideal. 
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