
French policy on road safety since 2002 
 

 In making the fight for road safety one of the three components of his five year 

term, the President of the Republic brought about national mobilization and aspired for a 

program allowing for a veritable rupture in the fight against this unacceptable surge of road 

insecurity in our society.  Combining an improvement on repression and a reinforcement of 

prevention, the actions taken entail mobilizing the participants in road security. 

 

1) The actions implemented by the public powers 
 
• Regulatory Aspects  
 
The Interministerial Committee for Road Safety that met on December 18th, 2002, under the 
presidency of the Prime Minister, made the first step in a multi-annual program for road 
safety  and fixed the major positions of public action around the following themes:  
 

- The increase of controls and an increase of sanctions to change the behaviour and 
encourage respect for law 

- Training and information to bring about a “culture of road safety” and involve all 
participants 

- Involvement, at the local level of the social corps – institutions, territorial collectives, 
enterprises, and associations. 

 
Among the whole of the legislative systems taken by the public authorities in the course of 
Jacques Chirac’s five year term, we retain:  
 

- The law of February 3rd, 2003, which is relative to the tracking of all drivers involved in 
a traffic accident 

- The law of June 12th, 2003, which reinforces the fight against road violence. It 
anticipates, among other things, sanctioning the most serious errors more severely 
through an increase of penalties in case of a fatal or injury related accident with a 
motorized vehicle, and to introduce a probationary permit.  

- The decree of July 11th, 2003 anticipating a six point reduction on any driver’s license 
of those found to be driving with a blood alcohol level between 0.5 and 0.8 g/l.  

 
 

• Examples of concrete measures  
 

- The implementation of automated traffic control (CSA) which means the 
deployment of fixed and mobile radars on the territory. 1250 radars were in use in 
2006, 2000 should be in use by the end of 2007. 

- The probationary permit spread throughout 3 years (2 years for those who benefited 
from accompanied driving) to give the novice driver a sense of responsibility, and the 
end of the life term driver’s license by subjecting all drivers, regardless of what their 
experience may be, to proving their abilities as drivers.   

- The “one euro per day license” that reinforces the fight against driving without a 
license. 

 
•••• Communication and mobilization actions 
 

Five themes were part of a large-scale media campaign: seatbelt use in the 
backseats, motorcycles, designated driver “He who drives doesn’t drink”, driving on routes 
used daily which are always perceived to be relatively safe, whereas in reality, three out of 
four victims have had an accident in their district; the theme of speeding is systematically 



addressed throughout the specific themes. Other subjects, such as fatigue, vigilance, cell 
phone use, cyclists, etc. were discussed in the form of press releases 
 

 
 
2) A fall in road delinquency 
 

 With a more systematic repression, illustrated notably by the 
deployment of automatic radars, and reinforced communication, road safety is 
recording real progress. For the first time, the number of fatalities on the roads in 
France passed, in 2005, under the symbolic bar of  5000. 
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In total, the number of fatalities lowered by 43% in five years, which represents 8700 

lives saved. 



As is seen in the study made by the National Interministerial Observatory for Road 
Safety, speeds have decreased dramatically, and speeds ranging higher than 30km/h have 
been divided by five. Three quarters of the decreases in accidents are attributable to this 
speed reduction, which in itself is largely due to automated traffic control. Concretely, the 
implementation of radars had an important impact on accidents that decreased by 
approximately 40% (accidents involving injury) and 65% (fatal accidents) compared to 19% 
and 18% respectively for all of France.  
 
 
3)  The future 
 

- youth (15-24 years old), main victims of a lack of road safety. While they represent 
13% of the population, they constitute nearly 28% of the people killed in traffic 
accidents. 

- Motorcycle drivers (1 out of five) 
- Secondary routes: out of 14 people killed each day, 10 die within a few kilometres 

from home 
- A department by department approach justified by the geographic disparities of the 

results regarding the policy on road safety 
 
 
To learn more: 
 
http://www.securite-routiere.gouv.fr/index.html 
www.securite-routiere.gouv.fr/infos-ref/politique/actions/campagnes/index.html  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 


