
Madame la Ministre de la Santé, Madame Rona Ambrose, 

Monsieur le Ministre de la Santé de la Nouvelle Écosse, Leo Glavine,  

Madame la Ministre de la Santé du Nunavut, Monica Ell, 

Monsieur Dennis Gillings, envoyé mondial pour la Démence 

Monsieur Alain Beaudet, président des Instituts de Recherche en Santé du Canada 

Monsieur Yves Lévy, Président de l’Alliance Aviesan pour les sciences de la vie et la Santé et président 

de l’INSERM, Institut national de la santé et de la recherche médicale. 

Mesdames et messieurs les chercheurs et les soignants, les représentants des fondations, des 

entreprises, des familles et  

A tous les patients, ici représentés, au bien-être et aux soins desquels cette réunion est dédiée, 

C’est pour moi un très grand plaisir d’accueillir au nom de la ministre française des affaires sociales et 

de la santé, ainsi que de la secrétaire d’Etat à l’enseignement supérieur et à la recherche, l’ensemble 

des participants issus des pays du G7 à ce Legacy Event portant sur l’action globale contre la 

Démence. 

I am particularly pleased to see that France and Canada have joined their forces to co-host this 

meeting which should mark an important milestone in our joint action against neurodegenerative 

diseases. It is hardly surprising that France and Canada have sought to work together in this area, 

Neuroscience being one of the most flourishing fields of scientific cooperation between our two 

countries. 

Since 2001, France has led a consistent and proactive policy in this area by supporting research and 

developing public health services dedicated. This effort, unprecedented on an international scale, has 

allowed France to become one of the most active countries in this area. 

2001 was also the launch year of the first Alzheimer's Plan which was followed by two other ones 

until 2012. These successive plans have led to strengthening our international collaborations in the 

field of neurodegenerative diseases particularly with Canada. I must also acknowledge the European 

initiative, the Joint Program for Neurodegenerative diseases, program in which Canada was again an 

early partner. 

Among the significant results achieved through these efforts, the detection of a new set of 

susceptibility genes for Alzheimer's disease, provided a great potential for characterization of new 

biomarkers and therapeutic targets. The establishment of cohorts, particularly involving young 

subjects, was important for the development of clinical, therapeutic and biological knowledge but 

also for imaging and social sciences issues. Finally, I am delighted to remind you that only three days 

ago, on September 8, the prestigious Albert Lasker-Clinical Medical Research was awarded to a 

French neurosurgeon Alim Louis Benabid, from the University Joseph Fourier in Grenoble, for his work 

conducted with his colleague, Mahlon R. DeLong of Emory University in Atlanta in the United States, 

on the deep brain stimulation, that allowed a major breakthrough in the treatment of Parkinson's 

disease and for the well-being of patients. 



A new action plan is being prepared and should be released in the coming months. It will not only 

focus on Alzheimer but will be expanded to all neurodegenerative diseases.  

There is no doubt today that beyond the scientific, medical, and social challenges posed by Dementia, 

developing Academia-industry connections now represents a major issue. In the field of dementia -as 

in almost all research areas that are associated to broad economic and social issues - our challenge is 

to support any initiative which represents a commitment for developing and strengthening links 

between academia and industry. 

This is the main objective of this meeting, we are all coming from G7 countries and we are all facing 

the same difficulties and the same challenges. It is therefore important that we share our experiences 

and talents and combine our projects. I would like to thank United kingdom in the person of its world 

envoy for the Dementia, Dr. Dennis Gillings, for this excellent initiative to launch this global action 

against Dementia, and thank the organizers of this meeting, the Canadian Institutes of Health 

Research, in the person of Dr. Alain Beaudet and French Research Alliance Aviesan with Professor 

Yves Levy. I will not forget of course the effective and efficient action of Yves Joanette and Etienne 

Hirsch in the preparation of this meeting as well as all the team of CIHR (Canadian Institutes of Health 

Research).  

Je salue ici la présence de l’ensemble des acteurs, chercheurs, médecins, institutions, fondations, 

gouvernements, industrie, souvent représentés à un très haut niveau. Je suis convaincu que, grâce au 

renforcement de nos partenariats collaboratifs internationaux, cet atelier co-organisé par le Canada 

et la France, va permettre de stimuler des solutions vraiment innovantes. 

 

 

 


