
H
IG
H
E
R
 E
D
U
C
A
T
IO
N

Embassy of France in Canada
OFFICE FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

INTERNATIONAL “COTUTELLE” PHD

The International Cotutelle PhD was originally developed in 

France. Since 1994, the universities have been encouraged to 

get involved in a cotutelle program with other universities.

The cotutelle PhD is set up as a priority for the Oµce for 

Science and Technology whose policies aim at developing 

scienti�c links between France and Canada.

An international cotutelle PhD allows doctoral candidates 

to bene�t from di�erent research methods and scienti�c 

approaches from both countries. It is a unique opportunity 

that opens access to an international level of research.

Furthermore, the cotutelle program facilitates the creation 

and the strengthening of partnerships between research 

laboratories of the two countries.

WHAT IS A COTUTELLE PHD PROGRAM?

A cotutelle program is an individual program at the doctoral 

level o�ered by two higher education institutions, which   

allows the student to graduate with a  joint PhD degree. The 

doctoral candidate’s research work is structured by  

two thesis supervisors, one from each partner institution. 

Therefore, it is not about granting “two PhD degrees for a single 

thesis,” but rather jointly recognizing the work accomplished 

by the student in both institutions, under the supervision  

of two professors.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE COTUTELLE PROGRAM:  

DRAFT FRAMEWORK AND CONVENTION FOR  

COTUTELLE PROGRAMS

Each cotutelle PhD is made oµcial by a “Cotutelle Conven-

tion” signed by the partner institutions (deans/directors 

of the establishment), the supervisors and the student. 

Therefore, every convention is di�erent and adapted to the  

individual student.

In addition to the terms de�ned by the agreements 

implementing the co-diploma, the Cotutelle Convention 

outlines the subject of the thesis, conditions of thesis 

defence, as well as the parameters related to the evaluation 

of research and to intellectual property.

In order to facilitate the implementation and maintenance of 

the cotutelle programs, the majority of Canadian universities 

participating in this project have adopted, usually through 

their Senate, a draft framework on the international 

cotutelle PhD programs. This draft framework de�nes 

general conditions of the implementation of the program 

at the institution level and attempts to anticipate and 

avoid technical and administrative diµculties that doctoral 

candidates may encounter. As well, the draft framework 

guarantees that each institution’s speci�c academic and 
administrative requirements will be respected.

The general conditions can subsequently be modi�ed 

during the signing of the Convention, according to the 

requirements of the faculty involved in the cotutelle.

The French by-law gives great �exibility to the universities 

in the establishment of the cotutelle programs.

Article 4 of the decree of January 6, 2005 authorizes 

universities to depart from the French mechanisms if they 

are contradictory to the requirements made by the foreign 

partner institution.

All French institutions authorized to grant doctoral  
degrees have implemented cotutelle PhD programs  
and promote them as key instruments in their interna-
tional policies.


