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PRIORITIES OF THE FRENCH 

PRESIDENCY OF THE G20 IN 2011 
Since it introduced at the level of Heads of State and Government in late 2008, the G20 

has provided collective, efficient responses to the worst crisis since the 1930s. 

In 2011, the G20 will seek to conclude existing actions designed to tackle the root causes 

of the crisis, and will broaden its agenda to include new actions aimed at sustainably 

improving global stability and prosperity. 

Only the G20 has the power, authority and decision-making capacity to provide the 

crucial impetus to further today's major economic projects. France, as chair of the G20 in 

2011, has set five priorities: 

1- REFORMING THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY 

SYSTEM (IMS) 

The recent past has witnessed high exchange rate volatility, increased global imbalances 

and ever-increasing stockpiling of foreign exchange reserves by emerging countries 

seeking to protect themselves against sudden, large-scale capital flight. France wants to 

reform the international monetary system to establish collective responses to these 

deficiencies, and to provide support for the sweeping changes that the global economy is 

experiencing, particularly given the rise of the major emerging countries. A more stable, 

more robust IMS also involves reducing imbalances and better coordination of economic 

policies within the context of the G20's Framework for Strong, Sustainable and Balanced 

Growth. 

 

2- STRENGTHENING FINANCIAL REGULATION 

As chair, in order to strengthen financial-sector oversight on a lasting basis, France will 

ensure that the rules decided upon by the G20 are put in place. It will also work to 

strengthen financial regulation in areas where it is still insufficient, such as the 

commodities markets. 
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3. COMBATING COMMODITY PRICE VOLATILITY 

The French presidency would like to find collective solutions to reduce excessive 

commodity price volatility, particularly of agricultural and energy commodity prices, 

which undermines world growth and threatens food security. Specifically the G20 

agricultural ministers will meet in June in order to propose solutions for strengthening 

food security and enhancing the agricultural supply. 

4. SUPPORTING EMPLOYMENT AND STRENGTHENING 

THE SOCIAL DIMENSION OF GLOBALISATION 

The French presidency has four priority objectives in this area: promoting employment, 

particularly for young people and disadvantaged individuals; stronger social protection; 

respect for social and labour rights; and improved coordination of strategies among 

international organisations. The G20 labour and employment ministers will discuss this 

agenda at a meeting in late September. 

5. FIGHTING CORRUPTION 

The G20s efforts to fight corruption are part of a long-term overall strategy to clean up 

the business environment, to fight tax avoidance, and to strengthen the rule of law. The 

French presidency will ensure that the Anti-Corruption Action Plan adopted in Seoul will 

produce concrete results and real progress starting in 2011. 

6. WORKING ON BEHALF OF DEVELOPMENT 

The G20, which accounts for two thirds of the world's population, has a duty to provide 

concrete solutions to development problems. This has been part of the G20's agenda 

since Seoul, with the adoption of the Multi-Year Action Plan on Development. The French 

presidency will make specific efforts to support infrastructure development and to ensure 

food security in the most vulnerable countries. It will bring discussions on development 

financing to G20 level, via innovative financing and in particular a tax on financial 

transactions. 
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REFORMING THE INTERNATIONAL 

MONETARY SYSTEM (IMS) 

1. WHY REFORM THE IMS? 

The term "international monetary system" is used to describe the mechanisms and 

institutions that organise and regulate international monetary exchanges, as well as 

foreign exchange systems. 

The world economy is experiencing profound change, in particular the rise of the 

emerging countries. The current IMS does not reflect this new reality. As a result, it has 

brought about a certain number of problems: 

� Increased voIncreased voIncreased voIncreased volatility of exchange rateslatility of exchange rateslatility of exchange rateslatility of exchange rates: this volatility creates uncertainty for both 

households and businesses in terms of economic decision-making. This can be 

seen in the recent fluctuations of the euro-dollar rate (in July 2008, one euro was 

worth $1.60, and today the euro is worth roughly $1.30), as well as in fluctuations 

of the Brazilian real, whose value rose by 29% against the dollar between January 

2009 and January 2011. 

� Accelerated inflows and outflows of capitalAccelerated inflows and outflows of capitalAccelerated inflows and outflows of capitalAccelerated inflows and outflows of capital: these capital flows encourage liquidity 

crises, which have strong repercussions for the entire economic fabric. The 

emerging countries are hardest hit by this phenomenon: between 1990 and 2010, 

they had to deal with 42 sudden stops of capital inflow. 

� The risk of a "currency war"The risk of a "currency war"The risk of a "currency war"The risk of a "currency war": given this monetary instability, certain States have 

been tempted to conduct non-cooperative economic and exchange rate policies. 

Such strategies are detrimental to the entire global economy. 

� Increasing macroeconomic imbalancesIncreasing macroeconomic imbalancesIncreasing macroeconomic imbalancesIncreasing macroeconomic imbalances: between 1998 and 2007, total deficits and 

surpluses of G20 countries rose from $580 billion (2.3% of G20 GDP) to 

$2.5 trillion (5.6% of G20 GDP). As a proportion of global wealth, balance of 

payment imbalances have thus doubled. The current international monetary 

system does not allow the spontaneous reduction of these imbalances, which 

weaken global growth. 
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2. HOW SHALL THE IMS BE REFORMED? 

In 2010, the G20 committed to working towards a more stable, more resilient IMS. 

The French presidency will propose that the G20 take action in the following areas: 

� Reinforcing macroeconomic policy coordinationReinforcing macroeconomic policy coordinationReinforcing macroeconomic policy coordinationReinforcing macroeconomic policy coordination via the Framework for Strong, 

Sustainable and Balanced Growth – the G20's macroeconomic policy surveillance 

tool. In 2011, the G20 countries must find a common yardstick for measuring 

global imbalances, in the form of guidelines for more clearly identifying those 

imbalances that are unsustainable. Before the end of the year, each country will 

commit to adapting its economic policies in order to rebalance global growth and 

make it stronger and more solid. 

� ReduciReduciReduciReducing the need for reserve accumulation to deal with crisesng the need for reserve accumulation to deal with crisesng the need for reserve accumulation to deal with crisesng the need for reserve accumulation to deal with crises. This involves 

reinforcing the IMF's tools for helping countries that are vulnerable to liquidity 

crises. We must also boost the coherence and the complementarity of regional and 

international liquidity crisis management facilities. 

� Encourage stable capital flows to finance growth and developmentEncourage stable capital flows to finance growth and developmentEncourage stable capital flows to finance growth and developmentEncourage stable capital flows to finance growth and development: as chair of the 

G20, France will propose that the IMF be given oversight authority in this area, 

which it does not have under its current Articles of Agreement. This could take the 

form of multilateral rules that encourage free movement of capital, but which allow 

States to intervene in cases of massive in-and outflows of capital. 

� Providing support for the internationaliProviding support for the internationaliProviding support for the internationaliProviding support for the internationalissssation of emerging currenciesation of emerging currenciesation of emerging currenciesation of emerging currencies, which is a 

reflection of new global economic balances as well as the increasing presence of 

the major emerging countries. This would involve support for the 

internationalisation of the currencies of the major emerging countries. Several 

possible courses of action will be discussed: modifying exchange rate regimes, and 

more cooperative management of currency reserves. The French presidency will 

also introduce discussions of the role of Special Drawing Rights (SDR), an 

international reserve asset created by the IMF, as well as of changes to the basket 

of international currencies that make up the SDR and the timeline for such 

changes. 
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STRENGTHENING FINANCIAL 

REGULATION 
 

1. THE SITUATION PRIOR TO THE FINANCIAL CRISIS 

The recent crisis was triggered by the build-up of risks in the financial sector that 

escaped the scrutiny of supervisors. This is because there are a number of problems with 

our current regulatory systems: 

� Lack of supervision for entire swaths of the financial sectorLack of supervision for entire swaths of the financial sectorLack of supervision for entire swaths of the financial sectorLack of supervision for entire swaths of the financial sector, such as the rating 

agencies or hedge funds; certain financial products, such as OTC derivatives, were 

not subject to any oversight whatsoever; and there were no restrictions placed on 

financial sector compensation, which was a factor in excessive risk-taking in 

businesses. 

� Incomplete regulatioIncomplete regulatioIncomplete regulatioIncomplete regulationnnn: banking activities were subject to Basel II regulations, which 

were incompletely transposed when the crisis was triggered in 2007-2008; our 

supervisory mechanisms did not have specific tools to combat systemic risk, i.e. 

the phenomena of contagion in the financial sector. 

� Unequally applied rulesUnequally applied rulesUnequally applied rulesUnequally applied rules: a large number of non-cooperative jurisdictions (tax 

havens) refused to provide information needed to combat tax evasion and money 

laundering; no international body had a mandate to coordinate the action of 

international and national regulators. 

2.  WHAT HAS THE G20 ACCOMPLISHED SO FAR? 

At the Washington Summit in November 2008, the Heads of State and Government 

pledged to "ensure that all financial markets, products and participants are regulated or 

subject to oversight, as appropriate to their circumstances". 

� The The The The G20G20G20G20 expanded financial sector supervision expanded financial sector supervision expanded financial sector supervision expanded financial sector supervision: rating agencies and hedge funds 

must now be registered and must comply with rules. Like all regulated 

stakeholders, they are subject to sanctions if they break those rules. Supervisors 

may require that financial products be standardised, traded on organised markets 

and handled by clearinghouses. Finally, since the end of 2009, composition for 

traders are governed by a set of shared G20 principles. 
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� The G20 strengThe G20 strengThe G20 strengThe G20 strengthened rules applicable to the supervised financial sector, thened rules applicable to the supervised financial sector, thened rules applicable to the supervised financial sector, thened rules applicable to the supervised financial sector, 

particularly banksparticularly banksparticularly banksparticularly banks: at the end of 2010, the G20 reached an agreement on a new 

prudential framework for banks (Basel III), which every State has committed to 

implementing within a reasonable timeframe. This agreement was reached in two 

years, which is a record compared to its predecessor (Basel II), which was 

concluded only after 10 years of negotiations. The G20 also decided on a 

framework for dealing with systemically-important institutions based on various 

instruments (supervision, resolution, and greater capital requirements, as well as a 

systemic-risk tax, which certain European States, France included, have already 

adopted). 

� The The The The G20G20G20G20 now has the means to combat non now has the means to combat non now has the means to combat non now has the means to combat non----cooperative jurisdictions and cooperative jurisdictions and cooperative jurisdictions and cooperative jurisdictions and 

regulatory "dumping"regulatory "dumping"regulatory "dumping"regulatory "dumping": in April 2009, the G20 asked the OECD to publish a list of 

non-cooperative jurisdictions that had not signed at least 12 agreements to 

exchange tax information. It called upon these jurisdictions to quickly sign such 

agreements under the threat of sanctions. Since then, nearly 600 tax information 

exchange agreements have been signed. Similar structures were put in place to 

combat money laundering and oversight havens. Finally, the Financial Stability 

Board was set up to coordinate the actions of international and national regulators, 

to discourage the race to the bottom in terms of regulation and to eliminate any 

remaining gaps in financial sector oversight. 

3. IN 2011, THE FRENCH PRESIDENCY WILL 

CONTINUE THESE EFFORTS IN THREE AREAS 

� MaMaMaMaking sure that the rules decided upon are appliedking sure that the rules decided upon are appliedking sure that the rules decided upon are appliedking sure that the rules decided upon are applied: the recent crisis was partly 

triggered by poor observance of existing regulations. Effective implementation of the 

rules agreed to by the G20, whether in terms of banks or compensation, is crucial. 

� PreventPreventPreventPreventing new risksing new risksing new risksing new risks. This involves: 

� regulating commodities markets 

� ensuring the risks are not passed on to financial institutions not covered by 

banking regulations 

� preventing technological innovations from encouraging distortions or 

market abuses 

� improving protection for consumers of financial services. 
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COMBATING COMMODITY PRICE 

VOLATILITY 

1. HOW DOES THIS AFFECT THE WORLD ECONOMY? 

Commodities markets, chiefly those for oil and agricultural products, are characterised 

by: 

� Extreme tension between supply and demaExtreme tension between supply and demaExtreme tension between supply and demaExtreme tension between supply and demandndndnd, linked to the sharp rise in global 

demand, due to growth in emerging economies, among other things. 

� Increased financialisationIncreased financialisationIncreased financialisationIncreased financialisation: commodity derivatives, which were originally hedging 

instruments against risk, have become investment instruments. They are traded in 

very high volumes, sometimes unconnected to real commodity exchanges. Every 

year, the Chicago Mercantile Exchange trades the equivalent of 46 times the 

world's annual wheat production and 24 times the annual production of corn. 

� Exacerbated volatiExacerbated volatiExacerbated volatiExacerbated volatilitylitylitylity: for example, the price of oil went from $145 a barrel in the 

first half of 2008 to $36 a barrel in the second half of 2008. In early 2011, it is 

about $100 a barrel. In the same way, the price of a tonne of wheat went from 

€120 to €300 in the space of six weeks. 

These phenomena create problems for economic growth.These phenomena create problems for economic growth.These phenomena create problems for economic growth.These phenomena create problems for economic growth.    Commodity price volatility in 

particular can have negative effects on investment and hiring decisions. 

In terms of agricultural commodity markets, it threatens fooIn terms of agricultural commodity markets, it threatens fooIn terms of agricultural commodity markets, it threatens fooIn terms of agricultural commodity markets, it threatens food securityd securityd securityd security in the most 

vulnerable countries. The food crisis of 2007–2008 and the subsequent rioting in Haiti 

and Senegal, and more recently in Mozambique, provided dramatic proof of this. 

2. HOW CAN COMMODITY PRICE VOLATILITY BE 

COMBATTED? 

The G20 is the appropriate forum to deal with the issue of volatility, given that its 

members are major stakeholders on both oil and agricultural commodity markets. The 

G20 countries accounted for 54% of the world's agricultural surfaces, 65% of farmland 

and 77% of global production of grains in 2008. 

By focusing on energy and agricultural commodities, France hopes to move forward in 
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four critical areas: 

� Improved regulation for commodity financial marketsImproved regulation for commodity financial marketsImproved regulation for commodity financial marketsImproved regulation for commodity financial markets.    There is no harmonised 

regulation for these markets, and some of them do not have a basic set of rules 

governing market abuses and price manipulations. Efforts are underway in the 

United States and in Europe. The goal of the French presidency is to define a 

common set of rules for both commodity and financial markets.    

� InInInIncreased transparency for physical commodity marketscreased transparency for physical commodity marketscreased transparency for physical commodity marketscreased transparency for physical commodity markets.    The lack of reliable 

international data concerning supply and demand trends on commodities markets 

hampers price formation and increases volatility. Improved information about the 

level of commodities stocks would also represent a real step forward.    

� Better pBetter pBetter pBetter prevention and management of food crisesrevention and management of food crisesrevention and management of food crisesrevention and management of food crises.    Growth in the supply of 

agricultural products in emerging countries is a first response, and one 

encouraged by France. Over and beyond this however, the most recent food crises 

have pointed up the lack of an international body that is sufficiently reactive to 

provide a collective response from governments, and to channel unilateral 

measures (export restrictions) that might prove to be counterproductive. The use 

of strategic and emergency food stocks to prevent and deal with food crises 

should be better coordinated at the international level. A meeting of the G20 

agricultural ministers will be held in mid-2011 to offer answers to these critical 

issues. 

� Stronger hedStronger hedStronger hedStronger hedging instruments to ging instruments to ging instruments to ging instruments to provide better protection for provide better protection for provide better protection for provide better protection for the poorest the poorest the poorest the poorest 

populations against excessive price volatilitypopulations against excessive price volatilitypopulations against excessive price volatilitypopulations against excessive price volatility. As chair, France will explore ways in 

which the poorest countries may benefit from new financial insurance instruments 

to protect themselves from price hikes and events that affect harvests. 
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SUPPORTING EMPLOYMENT AND 

STRENGTHENING THE SOCIAL 

DIMENSION OF GLOBALISATION 
At Pittsburgh, the Leaders pledged their support for employment, social protection and 

strengthening the social dimension of globalisation. The first meeting of G20 labour and 

employment ministers was held in April 2010. 

Using this as a basis, France has set four main objectives: 

1. PROMOTING EMPLOYMENT FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 

AND DISADVANTAGED INDIVIDUALS 

This involves: 

� Defining a shared set of priority objectives, taking into account the wide variety of 

situations that exist in G20 countries. 

� Recognising the crucial role that employment policies play in correcting global 

imbalances, similar to the ILO's Global Jobs Pact. 

2. UPHOLDING OR DEVELOPING SOCIAL PROTECTION 

MECHANISMS 

France would like to promote a "Social Protection Floor" at an international level, whose 

goal would be to: 

� Ensure universal access to essential social services such as education and training, 

as well as healthcare and employment services. 

� Provide citizens with essential social transfers to give them income and livelihood 

security for accessing essential services. 

The Floor would include social benefits for children, working-age individuals who do not 

have a minimum income, seniors and those with disabilities. 
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3. ACHIEVING GREATER RESPECT FOR SOCIAL AND 

LABOUR RIGHTS 

Practically speaking, this consists of: 

� Promoting decent work, which includes respect for the Declaration on Fundamental 

Principles and Rights at Work as well as national social- and labour-related 

legislation. 

� Confirming and respecting the G20's commitment that "violation of fundamental 

principles and rights at work cannot be invoked or otherwise used as a legitimate 

comparative advantage and that labour standards should not be used for 

protectionist trade purposes" (Declaration on Social Justice for a Fair Globalization, 

adopted by the ILO in June 2008). 

4. ENCOURAGING BETTER COORDINATION BETWEEN 

THE VARIOUS INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS 

The issue here is guaranteeing that each international organisation has fully integrated 

the full set of values and objectives that the international community sets for itself. In 

practical terms, France as chair will examine means for ensuring that the social 

dimension of globalisation is fully taken into account by all international organisations of 

an economic nature (WTO, IMF, World Bank, etc.). 

In May, the French presidency will organise a high-level conference in Paris with the 

executives of the major international agencies (IMF, ILO, World Bank, WTO, OECD and the 

UNDP), the G20 ministers and the social partners with an eye to promoting the social 

dimension of globalisation and the consistency of local economic governance. 

To do this, the G20 ministers of labour and employmeTo do this, the G20 ministers of labour and employmeTo do this, the G20 ministers of labour and employmeTo do this, the G20 ministers of labour and employment will meet in late Septembernt will meet in late Septembernt will meet in late Septembernt will meet in late September. 

They will rely on high-level G20 experts in the area of employment, as well as on the 

work of the international organisations (the ILO in particular, but also the OECD, the IMF 

and the World Bank), and they will work in close cooperation with the social partners. 
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THE FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION 

1. BACKGROUND 

� According to the World Bank, corruption costs the world economy more than a a a a 

trillion dollars each yeartrillion dollars each yeartrillion dollars each yeartrillion dollars each year. This is a roadblock to economic growth. 

This scourge has ballooned in the past decade and a half, particularly with the growth of 

international organised criminal networks, such as those involved in drug smuggling – an 

activity that nets some $65 billion each year. 

More generally, corruption is a threat to markets and to development. It destroys public 

trust and undermines the rule of law. 

� Given this situation, determined action on the part of entire international 

community is crucial. 

The G20 – which accounts for 85% of the global economy – is the ideal forum for meeting 

to this challenge. Its member countries, given their importance in the international 

system, must set an example in the fight against corruption. 

2. OBJECTIVES OF THE FRENCH PRESIDENCY OF THE 

G20 

The French presidency would like to take resolute action in an effort to restore moral 

order to economic life. Specifically, this involves the G20 respecting its commitments with 

respect to the fight against money laundering and the implementation of the Anti-

Corruption Action Plan adopted in Seoul. 

The French presidency's actions may be grouped into three major priorities: 

� Urge the ratification of the two major international antiUrge the ratification of the two major international antiUrge the ratification of the two major international antiUrge the ratification of the two major international anti----corruption conventions corruption conventions corruption conventions corruption conventions 

(the United Nations Convention against Corruption and the OECD Convention on 

Combating Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in International Business 

Transactions). These conventions include peer review mechanisms to verify that 

each country has fully implemented and strengthened its national anti-corruption 

policies.    

� Greater participation by the private sectorGreater participation by the private sectorGreater participation by the private sectorGreater participation by the private sector: the French presidency will involve the 
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private sector more closely in the fight against corruption. A conference on good 

private-sector practices has been scheduled for 27 and 28 April 2011, with the 

support of the OECD and the UNODC. On this occasion, France calls upon 

businesses to work on a basic set of shared, private-sector commitments, which 

could be endorsed by the "B20" – the Business Summit in the fall of 2011. 

� EmphasiEmphasiEmphasiEmphasisssse the commitment of the international organie the commitment of the international organie the commitment of the international organie the commitment of the international organissssationsationsationsations: the international 

organisations must set an example and apply high standards in terms of 

transparency and integrity. 

Prior to the Cannes Summit, each State will submit a reporteach State will submit a reporteach State will submit a reporteach State will submit a report, so that an initial assessment 

of the fight against corruption within the context of the G20 may be made before the end 

of the French presidency. 
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DEVELOPMENT 

1. WHY PUT DEVELOPMENT ON THE G20 AGENDA? 

� Although global poverty levels have fallen considerably over the past two decades, 

developing countries still have enormous needs that are not being met. 

� Developing countries must deal with rising inequality and serious social risks: only 

20% of the world's population enjoys universal social benefits. Total public 

expenditure on Social Security is only 4.1% of GDP in low-income countries, 

compared with 19.4% in high-income countries (21% in France). 

� The G20, the number one forum for coordinating global economic policies, has a 

duty to fight poverty and work for growth in developing countries. In doing so, it is 

working for shared prosperity, because developing countries may represent new 

areas for growth. 

� Emerging countries have become key players in global economic governance and 

development. It is up to the G20 improve global economic governance and help 

those institutions in charge of it to evolve. Thus China, the world's second largest 

economy, is set to become the World Bank's third-largest shareholder and one of 

the major multilateral donors for development. More generally, greater South-

South cooperation means that development assistance is no longer the exclusive 

domain of advanced countries. 

� It is thus crucial for the G20 to bring emerging and advanced countries together 

around the same table in order to coordinate development policies. This indeed 

was what was decided at Seoul: nine areas for action were identified as part of the 

Multi-Year Action Plan on Development. 

2. THE FOUR PRIORITIES OF THE FRENCH 

PRESIDENCY OF THE G20  

1. STRENGTHEN INFRASTRUCTURES IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

In sub-Saharan Africa, poor infrastructures dampen growth by more than two 

percentage points per year. According to the World Bank, investment in 

infrastructures in this region ($45 billion) covers less than half of its annual needs 



 

FRENCH PRESIDENCY OF THE G20 

 

  

16 MONDAY 24 JANUARY 2011 I PALAIS DE L’ÉLYSÉE 

($93 billion). 

In response, the G20 will commission a high-level panel, consisting of 

internationally-recognised public and private experts, to identify infrastructure 

projects and the means for financing them that bring together both public and 

private sectors. The G20 will also ask the primary regional and multilateral 

development banks to coordinate their actions with respect to a number of 

infrastructure projects. 

2. ENSURE FOOD SECURITY 

In order to feed a global population that will reach an estimated 9 billion 

inhabitants by 2050, world agricultural production must grow by 70%, and 

investment in developing countries must increase by $83 billion per year. 

According to the FAO, the commodity price spikes that led to rioting in 2008 in 

developing countries could return in 2011. 

The French presidency will propose measures to stimulate agricultural production 

supply and promote responsible agricultural investments. In addition, policy 

governance and coordination in the area of agricultural products will be improved, 

in order to prevent and manage crises better. Finally, to combat the harmful 

consequences of agricultural price volatility, France will call upon the major 

international organisations to carry out joint efforts to develop risk hedging tools. 

3. EXTENDING SOCIAL PROTECTION 

Vulnerability is one of the major roadblocks to both economic and human 

development. Social protection thus has a key role to play in developing countries. 

The French presidency will ask international organisations to draw up a list of best 

practices in terms of social protection, so these might be extended and duplicated 

elsewhere. 

4. MOBILISING RESOURCES FOR DEVELOPMENT 

Development must be able to rely on internal sources of financing; the G20 will 

mobilise the international organisations in the fight against tax avoidance. 

In addition, innovative sources of financing can and should be mobilised. France 

will work with the private sector and civil society on means to expand existing 

financing mechanisms to other sources. 
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WHAT EXACTLY IS THE G20? 

1. WHY THE G20? 

� The G20 was created in December 1999 in response to financial crises in The G20 was created in December 1999 in response to financial crises in The G20 was created in December 1999 in response to financial crises in The G20 was created in December 1999 in response to financial crises in 

the emerging countthe emerging countthe emerging countthe emerging countriesriesriesries. The initial aim was to have the finance ministers 

and central bank governors of the industrialised and emerging countries 

meet once a year to facilitate international economic policy cooperation. 

� At the initiative of France, the G20 was transformed iAt the initiative of France, the G20 was transformed iAt the initiative of France, the G20 was transformed iAt the initiative of France, the G20 was transformed in late 2008n late 2008n late 2008n late 2008: 

confronted with the deepest economic and financial crisis since World 

War II, the G20 became an economic steering body that brings together the 

major decision-makers at the highest level. At the pioneering Washington 

Summit in November 2008, the Heads of State and Government agreed on 

an extraordinary plan of action to prevent the financial system and the 

global economy from collapsing. 

� The G20 has become the number one forum for economic policy The G20 has become the number one forum for economic policy The G20 has become the number one forum for economic policy The G20 has become the number one forum for economic policy 

coordination.coordination.coordination.coordination.    Since the end of 2008, it has met on a regular basis: in 

London in April 2009, Pittsburgh in September 2009, Toronto in June 2010 

and in Seoul in November 2010. It will meet in Cannes on 3 and 4 November 

2011. The G20 has become the premier forum for economic and financial 

cooperation, able to provide world growth with more stable, sustainable 

foundations. 

2. WHO ARE ITS MEMBERS? 

� The main emerging and developed economiesThe main emerging and developed economiesThe main emerging and developed economiesThe main emerging and developed economies: the G20 countries account for 85 

percent of global output and two thirds of the world’s population. Its members are 

Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, 

Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, the 

United Kingdom, the United States and the European Union. Spain is a permanent 

guest. 

� With supportWith supportWith supportWith support from the international organisations from the international organisations from the international organisations from the international organisations: to carry out its work, the G20 

draws on the technical expertise of international organisations, chiefly the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF), the World Bank, the Organisation for Economic 

Cooperation and Development (OECD), the International Labour Organization (ILO), 
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the World Trade Organization (WTO), the United Nations (UN) and the Financial 

Stability Board (FSB). 

Every year, the G20 members are entitled to invite a limited number of other countries 

and regional organisations to their summits. 

3. HOW DOES THE G20 WORK? 

The G20 operates with an annually rotating chair. Each year, a member country is given 

responsibility for organising the summits of Heads of State and Government and ensuring 

that the preparatory negotiations move ahead as planned. France has the honour of  

taking on this responsibility in 2011. 

Ministerial meetings are held throughout the year to lay the groundwork for the Leaders' 

Summit. Traditionally, the G20 finance ministers and central bank governors meet several 

times a year. In 2011, France has also decided to bring together the G20 agriculture 

ministers (June) and the G20 ministers for labour and employment (September). 

4. WHAT HAS THE G20 ACCOMPLISHED? 

� Supported the economy during the crisisSupported the economy during the crisisSupported the economy during the crisisSupported the economy during the crisis.    Concerted action by the G20 lessened 

the impact of the crisis on growth and employment and helped restore confidence 

even earlier than many analysts predicted it would. The G20 countries made 

considerable efforts to support the global economy. Massive, coordinated fiscal 

stimulus programmes were implemented; central banks injected vast amounts of 

liquidity into the economy; lending by banks was stimulated; and the means 

available to international organisations to assist the emerging and developing 

countries were greatly expanded. 

� Addressed the roots of the crisisAddressed the roots of the crisisAddressed the roots of the crisisAddressed the roots of the crisis.    The crisis was caused by mounting global 

macro-economic imbalances combined with the inadequacies of financial 

regulation. To reduce global imbalances, the G20 created a Framework for Strong, 

Sustainable and Balanced Growth designed to better align national policies and 

make them more favourable to the world economy. The G20 further agreed on an 

unprecedented financial regulation plan to deal with an equally unprecedented 

financial crisis. The results to date have been extraordinary. The scope of financial 

oversight and supervision has been broadened to include participants, financial 

products and risky activities and behaviour that had previously been subject to 

little or no control. 

� Strengthen gloStrengthen gloStrengthen gloStrengthen global governancebal governancebal governancebal governance. The G20 has brought about a major overhaul of the 
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international economic decision-making process, above all by promoting 

governance reform at the IMF and the World Bank. It is now up to the G20 to prove 

itself able to coordinate economic policy among the leading countries, now that 

the recovery is underway. 

�  
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PRIORITIES OF THE FRENCH 

PRESIDENCY OF THE G8 IN 2011 
The September 2009 Pittsburgh Summit marked a milestone in the reform of 
global governance by making the G20 “the premier forum for international 
economic cooperation” to reflect the new global balances and the growing role 
of the emerging countries. The G8’s role has evolved but the original nature of the 
forum has remained intact. As a result, the Heads of State and Government of the 
most advanced economies can conduct direct and informal talks. During its 
presidency, France recommends that the “new G8” focus on issues where its 
members can have a genuine impact, avoiding duplication of the G20 agenda. 

The three priorities three priorities three priorities three priorities are issues of common interest for G8 countries, international 
peace and security issues and the partnership with Africa. 

1. NEW COMMON CHALLENGES: THE INTERNET 
AND GREEN GROWTH 

This is the first time that a set of Internet-related issues will be addressed by the 
Heads of State and Government. We will propose broad discussion on a number of 
challenges. With regard to innnovation and green growth, the aim is to come up with 
concrete measures to develop these essential new growth and job drivers for our 
advanced economies. 

 

2. THE PEACE AND SECURITY COMPONENT 
Peace and security will be an essential element of the French presidency of the G8. 
In addition to political issues such as Iran, the Middle East, Afghanistan, Pakistan 
and non-proliferation, the French presidency will focus on new drug trafficking 
routes connecting Latin America, West Africa and Europe, along with fighting 
terrorism, particularly in the Sahel. 

 

3. THE PARTNERSHIP WITH AFRICA 
The G8 plays a major role in rallying support for development, especially in Africa. A 
broader G8 meeting including African leaders and representatives of international 
organizations will be organized. Discussion will be held on the major political and 
development challenges. We will take forward the exercise launched by the 
Canadian presidency on monitoring the G8 countries’ commitments, 
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especially in the areas of health and food security, in a spirit of mutual 
accountability with African countries. 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS FOR THE FRENCH 

PRESIDENCY OF THE G8 IN 2011 
THE G8 SUMMIT WILL BE HELD ON 26 AND 27 MAY IN DEAUVILLE  

G8 FOREIGN MINISTERS’ MEETING 

� Foreign ministers will meet once ahead of the Summit on 14 and 15 March14 and 15 March14 and 15 March14 and 15 March in 
Paris and a second time in September in New YorkSeptember in New YorkSeptember in New YorkSeptember in New York when the United Nations 
General Assembly (UNGA) is held. 

� Foreign ministers will also meet in the Forum for the FutureForum for the FutureForum for the FutureForum for the Future, which has 
brought together G8 countries and Middle Eastern and North African 
countries since 2004. The Forum’s first 2011meeting was held on 12 and 13 
January in Doha, and the second one is scheduled for early December in 
Kuwait, the country that is its current co-chair with France. 

MEETING OF MINISTERS OF THE G8 AND OTHER INVITED COUNTRIES, IN 
CHARGE OF THE FIGHT AGAINST DRUG TRAFFICKING  

A ministerial meeting on transatlantic drug trafficking will be held on 10 May in Paris. 

It will bring together G8 countries, along with other countries in Latin America, Africa 
and Europe that are directly concerned by this problem. It will be organized by the 
French Minister of the Interior.  

THE AFRICAN PARTNERSHIP FORUM 

The African Partnership Forum (APF) was established in November 2003 in the wake 
of the Evian Summit as a way of broadening the existing high-level G8/NEPAD 
dialogue to include Africa’s major bilateral and multilateral development partners. It 
will meet twice in 2011: on 21 April at the OCDE21 April at the OCDE21 April at the OCDE21 April at the OCDE in Paris and in October in the 
country chairing the African Union. 
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THE INTERNET 

1. BACKGROUND 

Issues relating to the development of the Internet are gaining in importance politically, 
culturally, economically, industrially and when it comes to security. In 2030, 20% of 
global GDP will come from Internet economy. The transnational nature of the Internet 
and the strategic nature of these issues require that they be explored and coordinated at 
international level in close connection with all those working in the sector. 

There are several international bodies that monitor and manage the development of the 
Internet including: 

� The International Telecommunications Union (UTI), a specialized United 
Nations Agency that aims to enable the growth and sustained development of 
telecommunications and information networks, and to facilitate universal 
access so that people everywhere can participate in, and benefit from, the 
information society and global economy. 

� The Internet Governance Forum which was established after the United 
Nations World Summit on the Information Society in Tunis in 2005.  

� The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN), a 
private non-profit association created in 1998 under Californian law to 
manage the name and address system, define the principles governing it 
and accredit registrars. 

At European level, initiatives have been taken to develop the Internet economy and 
protect consumers. They are fully in line with the Europe 2020 strategy.  

The G8 is particularly legitimate in addressing Internet-related issues. The economies 
of G8 countries are dependent on communication infrastructures and are where the 
largest companies of the Internet economy have been founded. 
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2. OBJECTIVES OF THE FRENCH PRESIDENCY 

OF THE G8 

The French presidency wishes to promote global reflection on Internet-related 
issues and its future. This means exploring the role that government can play in 
supporting developments in the sector and in creating the conditions for fair 
development that promotes growth of the digital economy, dissemination of 
information technologies and communication while ensuring citizens’ protection. 

In Deauville, the G8 Heads of State and Government will have an in-depth discussion 
for the first time on a wide range of Internet issues. 

The French presidency will make every effort to ensure that the G8’s work on this 
issue is alimented by consultations and contributions from all those concerned: 
enterprises, French and international experts (Internet pioneers, scientists, intellectuals), 
and civil society. The French presidency will also hold a meeting for the major 
Internet stakeholders on the eve of the Deauville Summit. It will provide substance 
for the discussions of the Heads of State and Government. 
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GREEN GROWTH AND INNOVATION 

1. BACKGROUND 
Innovation and green growth are essential growth drivers for the economy and jobs in 
G8 countries and for increasing their potential for growth. 

The G8 Heads of State and Government, when meeting in L’Aquila in July 2009, 
considered it to be of paramount importance in their Responsible Leadership for 
a Sustainable Future declaration. The G8 has therefore launched several initiatives 
promoting energy efficiency and rational use of natural resources. In 2011, the 
challenge for the G8 is to take further steps by strengthening and stepping up 
efforts of its member countries. 

A wide range of actions and instruments will be implemented in the transition to 
green growth and a green economy: instruments to change economic incentives 
(indicators, tax measures, subsidies), regulatory changes, and stronger international 
cooperation. Some sectors are particularly concerned: water purification, solar and wind 
energy, waste recovery and recycling, site cleanup, air and noise control, agrofuels, 
carbon capture and storage and even the eco-design of consumer goods. 

In addition to its positive impact on the environment, investment in these new 
sectors has positive economic effects. It has reduced our energy dependence on fossil 
fuels, it has created new jobs, and it has made us more competitive in high-tech 
sectors and in the knowledge economy. Far from contradictory, the environment and 
growth are closely linked and complementary: the shift towards a more sustainable 
economic model is a global challenge and advanced economies can play a 
groundbreaking and exemplary role in meeting it. 

2. OBJECTIVES OF THE FRENCH PRESIDENCY 

OF THE G8 

Our objective is to support the efforts of international organizations such as the 
OECD and UNEP in this area. In 2011 they will offer possible solutions to overcome 
obstacles to the transition towards a new more environmental-friendly economic 
model. 

The G8 could help prepare major international meetings on innovation and green 
growth over the coming years, the first being the United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development (Rio+20) in Brazil in 2012. The G8’s work will be coordinated 
with work done by the OECD, which will publish a green growth strategy in summer 
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2011, but also with the UNEP and the European Commission, who recently presented a 
new strategy for green growth as part of the Europe 2020 strategy. 

With its partners, France wishes to focus on practical and workable solutions to 
support innovation and green growth building on previous G8 initiatives and sharing 
lessons learned from policies conducted in the advanced-economy countries of the 
G8. 
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MINISTERIAL MEETING ON 

TRANSATLANTIC COCAINE 

TRAFFICKING 

1. BACKGROUND 
Combating the destabilization of States affected by transatlantic cocaine 
trafficking will be one of the security priorities of the French presidency of the 
G8. 

The G8 has already addressed the issue of drug trafficking at a ministerial 
meeting on combating heroin from Afghanistan in 2003. This impetus helped 
launch an international programme known as the Paris Pact, which plays a major 
role in the fight against heroin. 

The rise in transatlantic drug trafficking and its devastating effects on entire 
regions led France to propose an initiative that would bring together some 20 
countries in North and South America, Africa and Europe that are regional 
drivers in combating drug trafficking. 

The scale of organized crime has weakened certain States, and even entire 
regions, due to the infiltration of trafficking money into economies and the 
corruption it generates, and the violence caused by rival criminal groups 
seeking to corner markets. 

Local consumption is another by-product of the geographical spread of cocaine 
trafficking. This problem is rapidly growing in Europe and all producer and 
transit countries (Latin America and West Africa), and is compounded by an 
increase in urban crime and overall level of violence. 

2. OBJECTIVES OF THE FRENCH PRESIDENCY OF 

THE G8 

Now more than ever, the drug problem needs a concerted response because all 
countries are affected and the line between consumer, producer and transit 
countries is becoming blurred. Producer and transit countries are faced with 
consumption problems and consumer countries are starting to produce drugs. 

To meet all these challenges the French presidency of the G8 proposes that a ministerial 
meeting be held in Paris on 10 May 2011 and chaired by the Interior Minister. This 
meeting will aim to come up with workable ways to scale up international cooperation. It 
will provide the opportunity to adopt a joint action plan on the main areas we have 
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identified and to deal with the increase in trafficking and the power that 
international criminal organizations have acquired. 
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PEACE AND SECURITY 
The G8 is a unique forum where honest and informal discussions can be held on 
the principal topics of common interest. The French presidency hopes that the 
G8 will continue to play its full role on the global stage by initiating and driving 
forward proposals on peace and security issues. 

We need to further strengthen international cooperation and come up with 
responses together to address threats that know no borders, whether this means 
combating terrorism, proliferation of weapons of mass destruction or drug 
trafficking. Such is the aim behind the G8 meetings. For all these issues, we intend 
to propose concrete actions and a pragmatic approach to our partners. 

The G8 will likewise continue to put forward proposals on ways to support 
development in Afghanistan in keeping with initiatives launched by previous G8 
presidencies. It plans to maintain a strong partnership with Africa on peace and 
security issues and the continent’s economic aspects, especially those related to 
growth, and further develop dialogue with civil societies in the Near and Middle 
East. 

France also recommends that the G8 continue to play a major role in review 
conferences of non-proliferation treaties and conventions. Following our 
contribution to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty adopted in March 2010, we 
aim to focus in particular on biological weapons. 



 

FRENCH PRESIDENCY OF THE G8 

  
  

MONDAY 24 JANUARY 2011 I PALAIS DE L’ÉLYSÉE 31 

COUNTER-TERRORISM 

1. BACKGROUND 

In today’s world, acts by terrorist groups go beyond national borders and undermine 
the stability of entire regions: Sahel, East Africa, Arab Peninsula, Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. Regional and international cooperation are required to tackle this global 
threat. Although progress has already been made, ever-changing networks and 
modi operandi make it necessary to adapt and intensify such cooperation 
constantly. If strong action is not taken, we risk allowing groups such as Al-Qaida 
and its many affiliated branches, which jeopardize already-fragile States, to take 
root and grow. 

Since the G8 brings together the main States involved in counter-terrorism efforts, 
it enables its members to share assessments of the threat and lessons learned from 
programmes and initiatives taken nationally. It likewise provides for political and 
strategic coordination that aims to make counter-terrorism cooperation between 
members more effective, by conducting in-depth analysis of the nature, recruitment 
methods and action patterns of terrorist movements, along with the way in which 
they seek to impact on their environment. Lastly, the G8 countries seek to align 
guidelines for the action they take to curb this global threat, especially through 
support to third countries. 

The G8 is recognized for its determination to fight sources of terrorist financing. In 
this regard, in 1989 it took steps to create the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 
whose recommendations provide a standard for the entire international community 
in the fight against terrorist financing. Likewise, the G8 initiative on illegal cash 
transfers led to 70 seizures amounting to 3.5 million dollars in 2009. 

In addition, on several occasions, the G8 has contributed to the conclusion of 
bilateral agreements on mutual legal assistance and extradition in order to 
prosecute and try perpetrators of terrorist acts while respecting their fundamental 
rights. 
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2. OBJECTIVES OF THE FRENCH PRESIDENCY 

OF THE G8 

During its presidency of the G8, France intends to focus on the need to work to 
counter terrorism over the long term, and to take account of all the factors that 
can contribute to the spread of terrorism in order to better combat it. 

The G8 will continue to play its role as a political driving force, in support of all 
initiatives that could be taken: 

� In the short term, in particular to further improve the most vulnerable 
States’ capabilities to deal with the terrorist threat, and to shore up the 
crucial regional cooperative efforts needed to address a threat that has 
become transnational in nature; 

� In the longer term, to support the implementation of integrated strategies in 
order to develop the ability of societies and States to withstand this threat. 
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NON-PROLIFERATION OF WEAPONS OF 

MASS DESTRUCTION 

1. BACKGROUND 

Combating proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their means of 
delivery is an ongoing priority for G8 members. 

Since the United Nations Security Council adopted Resolution 1540 in 2004, 
which for the first time qualified proliferation of weapons of mass destruction 
(nuclear, biological and chemical weapons) as a “threat to international peace 
and security”, the international community has given considerable attention to 
non-proliferation. 

In addition to actions launched at the Kananaskis G8 Summit in 2002, namely 
the G8 Global Partnership Against the Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass 
Destruction, France will seek to promote during its presidency: 

� Broader scope for G8 actionBroader scope for G8 actionBroader scope for G8 actionBroader scope for G8 action, to encompass all the scientific, technical and 

political developments in proliferation, and 

� Better coordinated actions of G8 members and their partnersBetter coordinated actions of G8 members and their partnersBetter coordinated actions of G8 members and their partnersBetter coordinated actions of G8 members and their partners----    in these 

areas. 

This means providing a strong and suitable response to the challenge of  
promoting the responsible development of sensitive promoting the responsible development of sensitive promoting the responsible development of sensitive promoting the responsible development of sensitive technologiestechnologiestechnologiestechnologies 

all over the globe. 
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2. OBJECTIVES OF THE FRENCH PRESIDENCY 

OF THE G8 

The French presidency has therefore suggested that the G8 support a more concrete more concrete more concrete more concrete 
approach to nonapproach to nonapproach to nonapproach to non----proliferationproliferationproliferationproliferation by improving the coordination of its actions and the 
implementation of its projects in the following areas: 

� Nuclear and radiological security. 

� Concrete promotion of biological safety and security. 

� Support for promoting strong and balanced export control practices for 
sensitive goods, in compliance with international treaties; 

� Peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 

The French presidency of the G8 will also seek to strengthen cohesion in the G8 
ahead of major meetings on the international nonmajor meetings on the international nonmajor meetings on the international nonmajor meetings on the international non----proliferation and disarmament proliferation and disarmament proliferation and disarmament proliferation and disarmament 
agendaagendaagendaagenda, including through support for an Arms Trade Treaty and in preparation for 
the Biological Weapons Convention Review Conference to be held in 2011. 
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THE GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP AGAINST 

THE SPREAD OF WEAPONS AND 

MATERIALS OF MASS DESTRUCTION 

(G8GP) 

1. BACKGROUND 

At the Kananaskis G8 Summit in Canada in 2002, the G8 countries decided to 
launch the Global Partnership Against the Spread of Weapons and Materials of 
Mass Destruction for a ten-year period to tackle the threat of diversion by 
terrorist groups. 

Initially focused on Russia and the former Soviet Union, the Partnership gradually 
grew to encompass the entire world. This international cooperation initiative now 
brings together 23 States, all united to achieve the common goal of promoting 
non-proliferation, disarmament, counter-terrorism and nuclear, biological and 
chemical safety. 

Thanks to the G8 Global Partnership, over 180 Soviet nuclear submarines have 
been dismantled, thousands of tons of chemical weapons destroyed and 
thousands of radioactive sources secured. The G8 countries, with the assistance 
of 14 other countries, have been able to meet the challenge of managing the 
proliferating legacy of the Cold War, and have worked over the long term to 
strengthen international security, improve the environmental conditions of 
regions like the Arctic Ocean where biodiversity could be threatened, and lower 
the terrorist risk. 

France has been involved in securing highly radioactive materials (fuels, waste 
and sources), including those from the dismantling of nuclear submarines and 
related activities (shipyards and former bases), as well as in chemical and 
biological security projects. 

The Global Partnership Working Group meets regularly and submits an annual 
report to the G8 on progress made in implementing this initiative. These annual 
reports are published at G8 summits. 

2. OBJECTIVES OF THE FRENCH PRESIDENCY 
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OF THE G8 

In 2011, France intends to make the most of its presidency to further 
discussions under way on the future of the Global Partnership once its mandate 
ends in 2012 and to propose new objectives for cooperation in the area of non-
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. 

France would like to see the Global Partnership move forward so that it can tackle 
the proliferation challenges of the 21st century. It has therefore recommended that 
its partners now focus their efforts on promoting the responsible development 
of sensitive technologies and knowledge. 
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G8 BMENA – FORUM FOR THE FUTURE 

1. BACKGROUND 
France is co-chair of the Forum for the Future with Kuwait. They became co-chairs at the 
end of ministerial meeting in Doha and on 12 and 13 January and will serve as such until the 
end of the Forum’s 8th Meeting to be held in Kuwait and chaired by the French Minister of 
Foreign Affairs. 

The Forum for the Future brings together countries in the Broader Middle East 
and North Africa (BMENA) region and the G8, along with a number of partner 
countries. It is held every year in a country of the BMENA region. 

It was created in 2004 following the G8 Sea Island Summit in the United States 
and met for the first time in Rabat in late 2004. The Forum for the Future aims to 
support modernisation of BMENA countries and has become an important venue for 
dialogue. 

Forum meetings provide an occasion for foreign ministers to examine priority 
issues of interest, with the participation of civil society representatives. 
Workshops for civil societies are held before the Forum sessions and their work 
prepares ministers’ discussions. 

At previous meetings, the Forum for the Future addressed in turn: governance, 
education, justice, young people and the role of women. It has likewise 
addressed the relationship between NGOs and governments. 

2. OBJECTIVES 
At the Forum meeting in Doha, the Ministre d’Etat recommended that our partners pursue 
the Forum’s work to modernize societies in line with G8 priorities. She also stated that as 
co-chair, France will seek to address economic and technological challenges, progress-
related challenges for all BMENA countries, through education and the advancement of 
women, and finally, the challenge of achieving social cohesion. Civil societies will take an 
active part in the work. 
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THE G8’S PARTNERSHIP WITH AFRICA 

1. BACKGROUND 

Sub-Saharan Africa is currently home to 850 million people. According to United Nations 
estimates, that number is expected to rise to 1.8 billion and account for 20% of the 
world’s population by 2050. After a long period of stagnation, economic growth in 
African countries has averaged 5% since 1995. A “growing Africa” is emerging. The 
task is to support that growth in a sustainable way and ensure that it is reflected in 
terms of development. 

The G8 has a strong and longstanding partnership with Africa. The leaders of the 
founding countries of the New Partnership for African Development (NEPAD) as well 
as the chairs of the African Union and NEPAD have been involved in the G8 Summit 
for a number of years. NEPAD is an initiative that was launched in 2001 by five 
African Heads of State (Algeria, Egypt, Nigeria, Senegal and South Africa) and been 
integrated into African Union structures. At the Kananaskis Summit in 2002, the 
G8 adopted an action plan for Africa and set up a network of Africa Personal 
Representatives (APR) of the G8 Heads of State and Government to strengthen    
dialogue with NEPAD. In 2003, the Africa Partnership Forum was launched on 
France’s initiative after the Evian Summit. The forum has extended dialogue to the 
main bilateral and multilateral partners in Africa’s development. 

The G8’s commitment to Africa has been reflected tangibly. At Gleneagles, the G8 
members and other donors pledged to increase their official development 
assistance to Africa by $25 billion by 2010, which is double the 2004 amount. In 
2009, total ODA for Africa rose to $47 billion, an increase of $22 billion (or 
+90%) on 2004, in current dollars. The G8 countries provide almost 70% of total 
global ODA, and allocate an average of 36% of that aid to Africa. France is the 
world’s second-biggest donor. It spent more than $12 billion on ODA in 2009. It is 
by far the G8 country that allocates the highest percentage of its aid to Africa (58% 
of its bilateral aid). 

Examples of the G8’s action for Africa include: 

� Cancellation of the poorest countries’ debt, to which the G8 has made a 
strong contribution since the Lyon Summit in 1996; 

� The creation of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria 
in 2001 to spur efforts to combat those pandemics. Since then, the 
fund has provided the bulk of funding for access to AIDS treatment 
and has thus made a major contribution to achieving the goal of 
universal access to AIDS treatment. 

� In 2004, the G8 pledged to train 75,000 African troops for peacekeeping 
and security, mainly in Africa. This pledge has largely been fulfilled. 
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2. OBJECTIVES OF THE FRENCH PRESIDENCY 

OF THE G8 

Strengthening the G8’s partnership with Africa is a key priority for the French 
presidency. Several leaders of African countries and organisations will be invited 
to the Deauville Summit. Therefore, crucial issues for Africa can be discussed. 

� Politically, the following questions may be discussed: What is Africa’s role in 
global governance? How can we help build African capabilities to deal with 
regional crises and new common threats? How can we bolster security and 
development in the Sahel and Somalia? How can we fight transatlantic 
trafficking (new drug routes)? 

� When it comes to development, France plans to continue monitoring G8 
commitments (accountability), building on the initiative taken by the Canadian 
presidency in 2010. In 2011, a report will focus on commitments made in the 
areas of health and food security, so that we can discuss results and best 
practices in these two areas. An important objective will likewise be to 
broaden the transparency efforts that G8 members have already begun to 
include our partners, especially our African ones, in the spirit of mutual 
and shared accountability. 

� We will also address the idea of encouraging development of the private 
sector, a growth driver in Africa. 
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WHAT EXACTLY IS THE G8? 
Created at the initiative of France to address the first oil crisis, the G8 is an informal 
group of advanced economies, which meets once a year at a summit of Heads of State 
and Government. It essentially has a role of providing guidance and political impetus. 
Without legal personality or a permanent secretariat, the G8 is not an 
international institution and does not take binding measures. Yet it does have 
the “critical mass” necessary to inject impetus in a number of spheres. So the 
G8, which provides 70% of global ODA, plays a leading role in development 
cooperation. Its added value lies in its effectiveness, based on straight talking 
among leaders and the informal nature of their discussions, a tradition of joint 
effort and a determination shared by its members to shoulder their 
responsibilities in order to contribute to security and development in the world. 

MEMBERS OF THE G8 

G8 members are France, the United States, the United Kingdom, Russia, Germany, Japan, 
Italy and Canada. Made up of six members at its inception in 1975, and seven with 
Canada in 1976, the group became the G8 with the inclusion of Russia in 1998. The 
European Union (then the EEC) has been associated since 1977. G8 members account 
for 15% of world population, 65% of GDP and two-thirds of international trade. 

OTHER PARTICIPANTS 
Following on from previous G8 summits, France will hold an enlarged meeting with a 
number of African countries. The countries invited will be the founding members of 
NEPAD (Algeria, Egypt, Nigeria, Senegal and South Africa), the chair of NEPAD (Ethiopia), 
the chair of the African Union to be appointed at the next summit in Addis Ababa on 30 
January, and the chair of the African Union Commission, along with representatives of 
international organizations. 
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THE G8 PRESIDENCY 
A G8 presidency lasts for one calendar year, from 1 January to 31 December, and is 
held in turn by its member countries in the following order: France, United States, 
United Kingdom, Russia, Germany, Japan, Italy and Canada. The European Union 
take part in the G8 as an observer. It is represented at the summit by the President of 
the European Council and the President of the European Commission. 

The country holding the presidency organizes and hosts the summit and 
prepares for it in the lead-up period by convening meetings of ministers, senior 
officials and experts. The presidency is also the G8 spokesperson and is 
responsible for relations with non-G8 countries, international organizations, 
NGOs and civil society in general. 

France is chairing the G8 for the sixth time in 2011. In the past, it has hosted summits 
in Rambouillet in 1975, Versailles in 1982, Paris in 1989, Lyon in 1996 and Evian in 
2003. 

THE G8’S ROLE 
For the past 30 years, the G8 has been the leading forum providing guidance and 
impetus internationally for the major peace and security issues and globalization and 
development issues. The G8’s scope, originally geared to the economy and 
finance, has gradually broadened to include everything to do with globalization 
(development, environment and climate change) and peace and international 
security issues. The September 2009 Pittsburgh Summit marked a milestone in 
the reform of global governance by making the G20 “the premier forum for 
international economic cooperation” to reflect the new global balances and the 
growing role of the emerging countries. 

The G8’s role has thus evolved, with an agenda that is now separate from that of the 
G20, but the original nature of the forum has remained intact. As a result, the Heads 
of State and Government of the most advanced economies can conduct direct and 
informal talks. During its presidency, France wishes to focus this “new G8” on issues 
of common interest to the most advanced economies, which are faced with specific 
challenges, in addition to peace and security issues and the partnership with Africa. 
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