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FOR MORE INFORMATION

THE BOLOGNA PROCESS IN FRANCE

The French higher education system has undergone a 

number of extensive changes in the last ten years, through 

its participation in the Bologna Process as well as the French 

reforms of the universities’ autonomy.

THE BOLOGNA PROCESS

The Sorbonne Declaration of May 25, 1998 initiated a 

European-wide process whose purpose was to introduce 

fundamental changes to higher education in Europe and 

to in²uence a large number of other regions in the world. 

Launched in 1999, the “Bologna Process” had initially  

28 countries involved.

Today, there are 47 countries participating in the construction 

of a “European Higher Education Area.”

THE BOLOGNA PROCESS HAS SET OUT  

THE FOLLOWING SIX KEY OBJECTIVES:

• A common system of easily readable and comparable 

 diplomas plus a Europass Diploma Supplement

• A common academic structure based 

 on two levels: undergraduate (Bachelor’s degree)  

 and graduate (Master’s and PhD)

• Establishment of a system of cumulative 
 and transferable credits

• Promotion of student mobility

• Promotion of quality assurance

• Promotion of the European dimension in 
 higher education

IN FRANCE, THE BOLOGNA PROCESS  

INTRODUCED A NUMBER OF CHANGES:

• Implementation of the “LMD system” (“Licence, Master, 

 Doctorat”: Bachelor, Master’s, PhD). Courses are organized  

 into semesters and “teaching units.”

• Application of the system of cumulative and transferable  

 ECTS credits (European Credit Transfer System). A Bachelor’s  

 degree equals 180 ECTS credits and a Master’s degree 300 

 ECTS credits. Credits are earned by successfully passing  

 exams, practicums, individual projects (thesis, research  

 project, etc.), according to di�erent structures of education  

 (initial education  and continuing education).

• Update of the programs catalogue of each institution:  

 a general catalogue presented within the framework of the 

 contract agreement between the education institution 

 and the Ministry of Higher Education and integrated into the  

 institution’s plan.

• Introduction of the Diploma Supplement that describes 

 accurately the knowledge and the skills acquired by each  

 student during the course of the education program in order  

 to promote the student’s employability.

• Establishment of Doctoral Schools which o�er further 

 education for doctoral students in order to complement their  

 thesis preparation.

The oµcial website of the Bologna Process: http://www.ond.vlaanderen.be/hogeronderwijs/bologna/

Ministry of Higher Education and Research: http://www.enseignementsup-recherche.gouv.fr


